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At the East-West Center (EWC), 
we believe communities are built  
by the people in them and strength-
ened by understanding others’  
diverse perspectives.

By building an environment of  
openness, trust, and responsibility– 
of “shared community,” our Educa-
tion Program provides graduate  
students from Asia, the Pacific, and 
the US a welcoming and dynamic 
place to share perspectives and  
experiences, exchange ideas, and  
contribute knowledge. 

Our Graduate Degree Fellowship is 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
participate in educational, cultural, 
and residential community building, 
as well as leadership development 
programs while pursuing a graduate 
degree at the University of Hawai‘i  
at Mānoa (UHM).



FRIENDSHIP  
& NETWORK
Ask any one of our alumni what 
makes the Graduate Degree Fellow-
ship special, and they’ll tell you about 
the lifelong friends they’ve made and 
the support of a network of people 
committed to positive change in the 
Indo-Pacific region.



YOUR EAST-WEST  
CENTER EXPERIENCE 

Living on Campus at the  
East-West Center 
Located in Honolulu adjacent to the 
University of Hawai‘i, the Center’s 
21-acre campus features conference, 
research, and residential facilities 
nestled in the heart of beautiful 
Mānoa Valley. Graduate Degree 
Fellows and other EWC scholarship 
recipients (with the exception of 
students with dependent children) 
are required to live in the Center’s 
intercultural graduate residence halls 
during their awards. 

Community Building Institute 
The Community Building Institute 
(CBI) is an integrated program of 
activities and orientations for new 
participants. With participants from 
the US, Asia, the Pacific, and beyond, 
CBI explores the many connections 
that unite different cultures here in 
Hawai‘i, at the EWC, and abroad. 
Participants interact through 
educational and service activities 
designed to encourage learning about 
fellow participants, the EWC, and 
Hawai‘i. CBI also aims to prepare 
participants for academic life in 
Hawai‘i and engagement at the EWC. 

The Exchange 
The Exchange is another key com-
munity-building element of the EWC 
experience, designed to connect  
students to each other and to the  
issues, histories, challenges, and  
vibrant cultures of the the US, Asia, 
and the Pacific. A required gathering 
of Center participants in their first 
two semesters, the Exchange is a 
series of weekly evening events de-
signed and led by students, featuring 
guest presentations, performances, 
and activities. 

Community Service 
Graduate Degree Fellows are required 
to devote 45 hours to community 
service during each year of their 
Fellowship award. Through service-
learning activities, participants 
develop leadership skills and broaden 
their understanding of Hawai‘i and 
its multicultural community and 
the ways in which transformational 
change can take place at personal, 
professional, and grassroots levels. 

Leadership Development Projects 
and Internships 
Graduate Degree Fellows are 
required to participate in leadership 
development projects and 
internships. Through internships, 
Graduate Degree Fellows gain 
leadership experience in planning 
and organizing academic programs 
and student activities and working 
across cultures and disciplines. 



Being part of the East-West Center has 
been incredible for connecting with 
scholars and practitioners around the 
Pacific. The structured opportunities to 
connect with other students, like CBI,  
were valuable in building that community 
EWC is so known for.”  

- Foley Pfalzgraf



WHO’S ELIGIBLE  
TO APPLY? 
• Citizens or permanent residents  

of the United States 

• Citizens of countries in the Pacific 
and Asia, including Russia (click 
here for list of eligible countries) 

• Four-year bachelor’s degree or  
the equivalent with a GPA of 3.0  
(4.0 scale) or higher

• Demonstrated commitment  
to positive change in the US-Indo-
Pacific region

CLICK HERE 
TO APPLY  

TODAY!

 


